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Sone rears ago, 1 wrote hf:rci
that Franklin D. Rooseveli had:
instructad 2 most witling J. Edgoer ;
Hoover to suy on poiitical oppo-
nents and other “persons of jnter !
est” by any means necessary, in-;
cluding wiretaps. At the time, &
proniinent historian, who has writ-
ten extensively on Roosevelt, con-
tacted wme. He had never seen any
such scurrilous information in the
course of his research, and he
implied that I was at best guthble
and, inany case, irresponsible. My
indirect source at the time had
been Wiliiam C. Sullivan,a long-
time, very high-level FB{ apparat-

donestic intelligence divisien).

William Sullivan has since sur-
faced, and parts of the memnoran-
dum I saw then are cluded in
Book II of the Church Committee
Report, *Intelligencé Activities
and the Rights of Americans.”” You
ought to get that report (No. 8-
755) from the U.S. Government
Printing Office because no news-
paper or anagazine summary can
match the incremental impact of
hundreds of pages detailing the
zealously routine lawlessness of
the FBf and other intelligence
agencies over many vears and
many smashed lives. (Were 1
teaching in a secondary school, |
would baild a course on just those
green volumes. After reading this
set of government terror tales, no
kid is ever Likely to undervalue the |
First and Fourth Amendments). |

Willizrn Sullivan, moreover, if |
his health permits, might himself |
do some talking at  schoeols.
Friends teil me that Suliivan feels
the need {or redemptive autumnal
work after ss long a career as a
raugger of the Constituiion. If
reconstructed junkies and alcohnl-
ics can tour the schools, why not a
man who has said: “‘Never once
did | hear anvhody, including my-
self, raise the question: ‘Is this
course of sction . . . Jawdul, is it
lenal, ix it ethical or moral?” We
never gave any thoughr to this firie
of reasoning, because we were just
naturally pragmatic. The one thing
we were concerned about was:
Will this «ction work, will it get us
what we want?”

Just in terms of -that staterent

alope, T oan wee 2 most valuabld
education:! progrem—perhaps te
televived in serinars with kids—
involving uot onty Suliivan but alsq
such other natural pragmatists as
Henry Kissinger, the members o
this state's Fmergency Financia
Control Board, Robert McNa-
mara, and, of course, President
Carter. :

But back to the FBI. I've known
a number of agents and super-
visors theough the years, some of
them at conferences and some of
them through their unbidden visits -
to my office. I recognized thern all :
in Sullivan’s description. Tn my |
experience, theyv are in no way |
conscicusly lawless. They do be- !
lieve in higher laws than statutesf
and the Constitution, and in this
respect they are quite similar toa
self-intoxicated religious order. As
avatars of National Security (their
Nicene Creed), they can do no
wrong in the service of their faith.
I mean that literaifly. They do
nut believe they can do any wrong, ;
and there is genuine shock’
amang FBI personnel throughout
the country that they are
pow being  criticized for such
crimnes as are detailed in  thej
Church Report. Recently, to ward ;
off a strony congressional over-,
sight  committee, FBI Director’
Clarence Felley made a tactical |
apolngy for wrongs committed by
the burean during the *‘twilight”
{sic) years of J. Edgar Hoaver's
career. But a more honest
Clarence Kelley can be found in his -
reactioi o the first revelations of
the viciously unconstitutional
Caointelpro program. “For the FBI
to have done less under the cir-
cumsiances,” Kelley said, “would
have been an abdication of its
responsibilities to the American
people”” - -

Similarly, inside the CIA, the
Defense Intelligence Agency, the
Natienal Security Agency, and
other such self-sanctified tran-
scendent cadres, the prevailing
view is that the current wave of
disclosures and probes merely re-
flects the cyclical muckraking
rhythms of the beastly democratic :
process. The wave will recece, as |
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